the inventory of Henry Fogg,' an apothecary who practised at Leek, in north Staffordshire, until the middle years of the eighteenth century. As a county, Staffordshire lacks many vital eighteenth-century medical history sources found in other localities; there are no surviving coroners' papers (in contrast to Wiltshire), only a dozen bishop's licences to practise (cf. Worcestershire), and the earliest poor law material in the Leek area is for Endon from 1748 (cf. Warwickshire).2 To medical historians Fogg's inventory is of particular interest since, as well as the usual list of house contents, the appraisers also noted his 33 books (by title) and the equipment of his shop. Even more valuable, they also recorded the names of some 350 patients who owed him money, including bad debts, and where they lived, making possible a detailed assessment of his practice catchment area, his prosperity and the status of his clientele, information that is rare for even the grandest practitioners with great patients, and virtually non-existent for such modest men as Henry Fogg, treating primarily traders, craftsmen and labourers. For the years 1730-50 there were 166 Leek inhabitants' cases in the Consistory Court, of whom some fifteen had been Fogg's patients.
Leek was a large parish of 34,370 acres, lying on the main road that runs from Derby to Macclesfield (13 miles away), and comprising nine small scattered moorland villages and the market town itself.3 Its economy was closely tied to the Cheshire silk industry, the Macclesfield merchants provided raw silk and bought the final products, buttons, braids and ribbons, from the workers of Leek. By the early years of the eighteenth century Leek had a grammar school and a Quaker chapel, as well as the usual inns and almshouses. It was close to the emerging Staffordshire pottery towns, such as Bilston, and its nearest large neighbour was Newcastle-under-Lyme. In this rather remote locality the number of gentry residents were few, although large houses such as Haregate Hall and Wall Grange provided patients for the apothecary alongside the town's inhabitants. Leek town's trading network, however, were considerable. It would be tempting to think that medical services were entirely provided by the man on the spot, but evidence suggests that some patients were prepared to travel to a practitioner of their choice and that they equally expected all categories of medical attendants to do the same. From his diary we learn that James Clegg, a physician from Chapel-en-le-Frith," fifteen miles away in Derbyshire, also saw patients in Leek, some of whom were on Fogg's list of debtors in 1750. We do not know if Fogg held institutional posts, which did exist even at this early date, since unfortunately the accounts of the overseers of the poor for Leek have not survived. However, one of his contemporaries in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Peter Spendelow, agreed in 1731 to "care for the poor in surgery and physic" for two bags of malt yearly,'2 while another, James Bent, was apothecary to the Etruria Friendly Society.'3 Henry Fogg was buried on 6 September 1750, aged only 43, but a year earlier, on 9 June 1749, had made his will declaring himself "much indisposed but of a sound and disposing mind". By then a childless widower, he bequeathed all his house contents, personal effects, shop goods, ready money and book debts to his father, worth in all £148 Os 4~2d. In addition, he had substantial bad debts ("desperate"), worth £59 16s 3d, due to him from 200 people and this sum was written off as irrecoverable by his appraisers.
URO, B/V/7/Leek, 1728, 1732, 1733, 1745, 1750. Wallis and Wallis, op. cit., note 4 above, pp. 342, 249, 134, 68, 377, 17, 48, 581, 157, 290, 503, 562, 566. Sleigh, op. cit., note 3 above, p. 8. 'V. S. Doe (ed.), The diarv of James Clegg of Chapel en le Frith, 1708 -1755 , 3 vols, Wingerworth, Derbyshire Record Society, 1981 12 John Briggs, Newcastle-under-Lvme, 1173 -1973 , Newcastle-under-Lyme, n.p., 1973 '-E. Posner, 'Eighteenth-century health and social service in the pottery industry of north Staffordshire', Med. Hist., 1974, 18: 139. Henry Fogg's outstanding debts may, of course, have been exacerbated by his own illness, so that perhaps he was unable to collect these amounts or his patients were unwilling to pay. However, his recoverable book debts, totalling £43 2s 2 2d, were owed by 152 persons, and ranged from as little as 3d each to £2 8s 4d. Of these debts, the average sum was 5s 6d, although 9 patients owed more than £1 Os Od each; the largest group (32) were in the category between 2s Od and 5s Od. Only 12 debts were due from women, two of whom were widows; eight of the 152 names were noted as deceased. His patients, although 67 A widespread problem for professional men and traders in the eighteenth century was the long credit that all patients, clients and customers expected. For a well-established man slow settlement of debts in a non-inflationary age could be endured. Fogg, however, was owed more than seems advisable by 200 debtors, 24 of 
_ /
a>,e -whom were deceased. Women, including a mantua maker, had incurred 39 of these irrecoverable debts. However, Fogg was also owed for attending 7 patients for whom he would never be paid, 2 farm servants and 5 unnamed vagrants, recorded only as "a woman at Blew Hills", "a Man at the Hole House" for example, presumably because they were ill in the locality. The bad debts ranged from 6d to £2 17s 4d, with an average of 5s 9d, including those for a small group of people who had left the area (for London, Manchester and as soldiers or tramping artisans). Also listed were the names of 10 men, presumably traders, to whom Fogg was said to owe money as a contra account, including a tailor. Among the entries was Mrs Brindley, owing Is 2d, the widowed mother of James, the engineer. Not surprisingly, an absconding debtor for 8s lOd was Samuel Naden, who had left Leek for Sandiway in Cheshire, for in 1731 the family became notorious when John Naden had murdered his master, a grazier, tempted with the "sweet allurements... wanton dalliances and fair promises" of his mistress.2' John Naden was not only hung but gibbetted, with the Reverend James Clegg, MD, among the large crowd that gathered to watch.22
The cause of Henry Fogg's death, after a year-long illness, is not known, but the 1740s suffered from a variety of potentially fatal epidemics, often unnamed but striking in their local death-rates. 
